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MESSIAH THE PHYSICIAN OF SOULS. 


A SERMON, 


By Jouw Kewiey, M. D. Rector of Christ Church, Mi iddle- 
town, Connecticut. 


(Concluded from page 663.) ~ 


IT is not indeed necessary for a-man to be able to ascer- 
tain the exact measure and degree of depravity in one man, 
or compare it with the measure--and degrce.of depravity in 
another. It is not necessary to be able to enter into the meaning 
of either ancient or modern schoo}men in their subtle disputes on 
the subject; but it ismecessary for. every man to know,’ and to be 
sensible, that in him, by nature ulone, there dwelleth no good 
thing, and that without the assistance of divine grace, he can nev- 
er obtain nor preserve the favour of God; that without it, he is 
unable to make one step in the way which jeads to eternal salvation 
and that vain would be all his endeavours, unless the Lord Jesus 
Christ disposes and strengthens him by the grace of his holy Spir- 
it, to mortify and overcome his evit propensities, and to pursue 
aright after righteousness. For, as they who are whole, are said, 
not to heed the physician, and therefore; do not apply to ‘him for 
his help and assistance, so the men, who may vainly suppose that — 
they labour under no spiritual diseases, or that their own skill and © 
ability are sufficient to their cure, will be very apt to trust to their 
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own exertions ; they will not go to the Lord Jesus Christ for help, 
nor Cast their care entirely on him, He, my brethren, who expects 
by his own strength to obtain a deliverance from whatever spiritu- 
ul evils, he may be made sensible that he labours under, is a miser- 
able deceiver of his own soul ; he knows not himself, as he ought to 
know himself; he is insensible of the root of evil, which ab‘deth in 
him; hiseyesare veiled, so that hedoth not see into the revealed truths 
of God’s word, especially those which relate to the fall and depra- 
vity.of human nature, the sinfulness of the unrenewed heart, and 
the one and only way whereby men, ordinarily, may experience * 
the benefits of redemption and salvation both for time and eternity 
Hence appears the necessity, that we, the ministers of the Gos- 
pel, should frequently and forcibly instruct our hearers, in the 
doctrine of .an entire depravity of man by nature alone, of the ab- 
solute need of divine grace to change and renew the heart, and 
of the evidences which*testify that this work is either accomplish- 
ed, or accomplishing by the grace of God in Christ, and by the 
powerful operations of his Holy Spirit. 

The nature of man as it became by the fall, is the nature of every 
man that cometh into the world ; and though a Redeemer was pro- 
vided to remedy the evil, so that the sin which caused the fall, 
migltbe pardoned, and the guilt thereofbe removed; yetfallennature 
was not changed, nor renewed to its former pristine perfections ; t 
it was only raised froma state without hope, to that of the hope 
and promise of grace and mercy, through a Redeemer, Saviour 
and Mediator. Grace was indeed purchased and procured for man 
by the Redeemer, yet still the depravity of fallen nature remains 
in all its force, till the grace of God and the renewing influences 
of the Holy Spirit enable man to subdue and mortily it. $ Man, 
‘therefore, merely by nature, is depraved both in body and soul, in 
all his powers and faculties, prone only to evil, and averse from 


* Let no one startle at the word “ experience,” for however 
the term may be abused, all Religion destitute of experience, .is 
but the form of godliness, without the power. 


+. See the ninth article. 
+ See the thirteenth article. 
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good : and whatever alteration for the better, may have taken place 
in any man, since the fall, is not, nor can have been produced, by 
the mere natural powers of mun, but must be attributed solely to 
the grace of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. © That this is the doc- 
trine of holy scripture, is, I conceive, sufficiently clear from in- 
numerable passages which cannot well admit any other construc- 
tion; and, that it is the doctrine of our church, no one, I think, 
can call in doubt, who attentively peruses and compares what is 
now delivered, with the ninth, tenth, eleventh, twelfth and thir- 
teenth articles of religion, * [and with the explanation given in 
the Catechism of the inward and spiritual grace of Baptism. 
This inward and spiritual grace, is there said to be. a death unto - 
sin, and a new birth unto righteousness ; for as the Catechism 
continues, being by mature born jn sin, and the children of wrath 
we are hereby, that is, by the reception of the inward and spirit- 
ual grace of baptism, signified by the outward and ‘visible’sign or 
form, made the children of grace. | = 

This doctrine is certainly humiliating to the natural pride of the 
unren¢wed heart ;{ and therefore, it is not uncommon for us to 
meet with men who exercise all their powers of argument, to get 
rid of it altogether, or at least, to render it a little more palatable. 
True, some will say, man is depraved, but he is not entirely so. 
He has many virtuous propensities still in his nature; and many 
good and excellent xatura/ dispositions. He hath maturaliya vety 
good heart, and the like. His body ‘and soul did fall, and thereby 
lost much of original perfection, but it was not altogether lost ; 
much good was left ; and neither body nor soul are so fallen, ‘as 
Not to retuin several of their first excellencies still unhurt and — 
unimpaired. But if these defende:s of the mere natural goodness 
of man, would establish their opinions on solid ground, and ren- 


* What is inserted within brackets, was not delivered at Mic- 
dletown but only at Cheshire. 








t The author here wishes to observe, that he, by no means 
would be understood as insinuating, that all who do not explain 
this doctrine in the exact manner he has done, ave therefore unre- 
newed in heart ; but only, as teaching, that this is the grand cause 
of the rejection of the doctrine itself, and the most general rea- 
son, why many are solicitous to explain it away. 
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med tc 
der it safe for us to embrace them; they should be able to inform hs the « 


us, what those powers and faculties are, which the fall hath neither# The 
hurt norimpaired. Till they can do this, it will be safest to adhere MMessia 
to the doctrines contained in our articles; doctrines, which wefyall ti 
find but too true by our own experience, whenever we truly ex- piritus 
amine our hearts and lives by the infallible rule of God’s word; fe mad 

‘doctrines which the same holy word confirms, in those passages Bhe pu: 
which declare, that God made man upright, but that he sought Bad the 
out many inventions; that the heart of man is deceitful and des-] Infar 

. perately wicked ; that all men are concluded under sin ; that there Bature. 
is none good, no not one ; and that the thoughts of the hearts of fnoved 
the children of men are only evil continually. dby it 

If this be the condition of all men, merely by nature, they must fhfants. 
be acknowledged to be bound under captivity, in a spiritual sense’ Bey di 
to sin, corruptionand death. It must be confessed that they are fie, cor 
blind to the things which concern their everlasting peace ; that the fey ha 
powers and faculties of their souls are out of order, exercised in final s 
pursuits foreign to those, for which they were originally given; Mhey h 
and that the whole man, is bowed down by evil habits, disposi-& corr 
tions and affections. A change in these respects, an entire change fhough 
is necessary. Man has no power derived merely from fallen na- Bis ist 
ture to effect this change. Was there no hope for him, but in fe Re 
his own mere natural exertions, he must perish everlastingly- from. | 
His only hope is, therefore, in the Lord. He must be his deliv fhurch 
er, his entire deliverer, since the powers of depraved nature, con § pray. 
sidered as devoid of the grace of God, can here do nothing, ‘Tisiiey ca 
grace, powerful grace, which subduing, mortifying, changing Batthe 
and renewing our nature, can alone effect this deliverance, and Gived i 
bring fallen man, released from the bondage of sin and satan, in” }& sam 
to the glorious liberty of the children of God. It is the grace of JS 
the Holy Spirit purchased for man by the merit of the Redeemer canr 
which can alone open the eyes of the soul, closed by the error #ough 
and darkness of fallen nature, and enable it to see the right ways Muone: 
of salvation. It is the same Holy Spirit which alene giveth sav- 

_ ing knowledge to the understanding he hath first ifuminated ; and §’ W 
it is he alone, who can encble the soul under his sacred influences, 7 b 
to correspond with the gracious and merciful designs of God to- Fj See 
wards him. In fine, it is only by him, that man can be strength- 
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med to walk in the way which the everlasting Gospel points out 
orm fs the only way which leadeth unto everlasting life. 
itherf The wonders which are foretold in our text; and which the 
here Messiah was to perform at his first coming, the Lord accomplishes 
h wefioall those who shall attain his everlasting salvation ; that is, in a 
y ¢X-Bpiritual sense ; * [and as it may seem to some that an exception 
ord; Be made in respect of infants, I shall devote a few moments, for 
sages Bhe purpose of showing what may be conceived of their state ; 
nught Bud then conclude with an application of the doctrine delivered. 
i des-§ Infants are not exempt from the common depravity of human 
there future. ‘Through the Redeemer, the guilt of the first sin is re- 
rts of fnoved from the whole human race ; but still the depravity induc- 
dby it, remains. Yea, evenin them, that are regenerate.. + 
must hfants,however,not being in a capacity to commit actual gin, should 
sense’ Bey die before they come to a state capable of committing it, they 
»y are Hit, comparatively speaking, in a state of innocence ; inasmuch as 
vat the Fhey have not the guilt of actual sin upon them, and the guilt of or-' 
sed in ¥inal sin hath been washedaway,through the blood of the Redeemess 
siven ; Phey have however no good thing in them, merely by nature,which 
sposi B corrupt and depraved in every child of Adam. Consequently, 
hange fhough there can be no doubt of their happiness and salvation, yet 
en na Bis is neither of desert nor merit in them, but only in and through 
but in i Redeemer and Saviour of mankind, the Lord Jesus Christ. 
tingly- from this view of the state of all men, merely by nature, the 
deliy- burch in her offices of Public Baptism, calls upon all present, 
e, cot Bpray, that God would vouchsafe to grant that which by nature 
*Tis ey cannot have, to the child or person about to be baptized, and, 
anging Matthey may be baptized with water and the Holy Ghost, and re- 
e, and Jived into Christ’s Holy Church, and be made living members of 
any in same. | 
race of §S our state, my brethten, merely by nature, is such, that 
leemer# cannot enter the Kingdom of Glory without that change being 
> error fought in us, which is compared in the Holy Scriptures, to a 
at ways fuoner being loosed out of prison ; to a man born blind, being 
th say- 
d; ani §’ What is inserted within brackets, was delivered at Middle- 
uences, grt, but omitted at Cheshire. 
God -'f} See 9th Article. 
rength- 








_ and bowed down to earth being made straight; let us in improve 
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blessed with sight ; and to one whose body was naturallly crooked 


ment of what hath been delivered, enquire, whether or no, this 
change hath in any degree, been effected within us? 

Have we been made sensible of the evil of our nature, and th 
sin of our lives? And, hath this, to use the words of Scriptu 
become so great a grief, and pain unto us, that en a view of ov 
sinful state and incapability to deliver ourselves from the bondage 
of sin, and the tyranny of our evil propensities, passions and aff 
fections, we have been, as it were, constrained to exclaim in th 
language of the Apostle, “ O wretched man that I am; who sh 
deliver me from the body of this death?” After this have we i 
penitence and prayer, and deep humiliation of soul, gone to th 
footstool of divine grace, and been enabled to cast our care entirt 
ly, and wholly, on the mercy of God in Christ Jesus, trusting 
his power, and relying solely on his gracious promises, as ol 


only hope of pardon and deliverance? Have we been convinced, 


that this is the only mode whereby we can be saved and freed fre 
the burden and guilt of our sins and corruptions, and be brougt 
into the glorieus liberty of the Sons of God? If we can answe 
in the affirmative, our minds, by nature dark and blind to 
things of salvation, have been illuminated ; our eyes have beq 
opened ; we have been quickened to a sensibility of our state 
the Spirit of Truth ; and have been led by him to the true Ph 
cian of Soulss who alone is able, and who is ever willing to rem 
all our evils, and to supply all our wants. Have we further, ¢ 
perienced the happy effects of his grace, in receiving a po 
to combat, to deny, to mortify, and conquer our sinful appeti 
and affections : and to bring them under captivity to the obediet 
of God, and to be submissive to all the laws and precepts of 
Holy Gospel, both moral and positive ? Are we now able to 
in the way of God’s commandments, with pure intentions and 
_right motives ? Do we at all times look up to heaven, from whe 
alone our help can come! And, hath a peace and tranqbili 
soul, succeeded to that turbulence of ungoverned passions, wi 
before afflicted us ?- If so—the work of grace in the renewing 
changing our hearts, hath not only been begun, but hath made ¢ 
siderable progress within us, If to these evidences of a salu 
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Chiunge, we findin our souls, an hatred and abhorrence of all sin ; 
if, we find we have a power over it, a love for all holiness, and an 
ardent desire of growing continually therein; we may be assured 
from the unerring testimony of God’s word, that divine grace is 
subduing and crucilying corrupt nature, and that the life of God 
is begun in our souls; * a life which, if we turn not aside from 
the sacred path in which the Spirit of Grace is‘conducting us, 
shall never end, nor be injured by temporal death, but shall eter- 
nally increase in felicity aud glory. ¢ 

lf, however, to the afore-mentioned questions, we are obliged 
to answer our own hearts in the negative, let us not deeeive our- 
selves, by supposing we are in a way of safety. No}, if this be 
our case, we are certainly of the number of those, to whom light 
is come, but we have loved darkness more than light, because our 
deeds are evil; atul therefore, are unwilling to come unto the 
light, lest our deeds should be reproved. - 

We have, my brethren, all of us, the light of the gospel shir 
ning upon us. God’s Holy Spirit hath frequently called us to 
forsake all our evil ways, by the voice of bis providence, or by 
the voice of his word, or by the voice of his inspirations, direct-. 
ed to reason, and to our consciences Weare placed in a situation, 





* Let no one be alarmed at this expression.’ The General Con- 
vention hath recommended an excellent book written by eeree 
entitled, “The Life of God in the Soul of Man.” 


+ All knowledge, all hiiman Jearning, ‘however useful, is as 
nothing in comparison to the saving) knowledge of Jesus Christ, 
and him crucified. Alas !. what will it avail-us in the sight of God, 
to have been acquainted with the changes i in the state ie a butter- 
fly, the stractute of Vatious animals, the roots of words, the 
subtleties of logicians and metaphysicians, the nature of meteors 


‘ the virtues of minerals, languages: belles-lettres, and the like ; 


if at last, we are found to have been ignorant in the science of sal- 
vation ; if we have been only careful] to, adorn the outward man, 
and neglected the culture of the hidden man of the heart ; and 
have been assiduous only in changing our exterior, by the aid of 
human learning, but have taken no care - attain to a change of 
heart, through the power of divine grace ? 
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ih which all the mearis of grace and of obtaining spiritual strength, 
are graciously afforded us. . If then, we haye not improved them, 
the fault is exclusively our own, and we are left without excuse. 
We ‘call ourselves christians ; we profess the religion of the Re- 
déérfier and Saviour of men: but if our religion has been in no 
dégree efficatious in producing a change from sin to holiness, it 
is But of ‘that outward nature, which profiteth nothing. It pro- 
duces leaves, but no fruit. In this situation we are but nominally 
and professionally, christians. Our teligion has hitherto been 
But a mieré-forin of 'godlitiess, if we have not experienced its pow- 
er in the renovation and sanctification of.our hearts and lives, our 
passiotis, appetites andéaffections. Let no one be content to re- 
thain in this state.’ It-is a state, which terminates in everlasting 
destruction and banishment from God forever. Let such awake 
from their sleep of’ fatah security, and without the delay of a mo- 
ment, goto the thrones of divine grace, and beg of God, in the 
namie of Christ, the enlightening, convincing and sanctifying in- 
fluences of the Holy Spirit: . Let them apply unto, and improve 
every meatis of grace, graciously placed within their power, with 
fervent prayet to God-to bless them, and render them effectual in 
theif behalf, to the ‘gracious purposes, for which he eppointed 
and designed them: “Let them proceed without relaxation in this 
course, ‘and they, alsé, shall not. fail to experience in themselves, 
the fulfilment, ina spiritual sense of whatshe Psalmist predicted 
of thé Messiah’ in’our text...They. shall know for themselves, 
both to their present and eternal comfort, that “ the Lofd looseth 
the prisoners} theLord openeth the eyes of the blind ; the Lord 
raiseth them that. are bowed down.” 

‘Now to’ God°the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy 
Ghost, Three Persons, One Gad be all Honor and Glory for ev- 
ermore, mrerepe 

Sn , 
Yor. THE CHRISTIAN MONITOR.: 
“THE INSUFFICENCY OF EARTHLY GOOD. 
'wiuHlé feedeth on ashes.’nlsai. 44, 20. — 
‘Fax apostle Johri Was Coramanded ‘to eat a little book, or a small 
roll of parthment. |’ He obeyed } apshas related his experience. 
* J took the little book,” he says, out of the angel’s hand, and ate 
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itup; and it was in my mouth sweet as honey : and as soon as I 


had eaten it, my belly,” or stomach, as it might be translated, was 
bitter.” Had he been commanded tofeed.on ashes, instead of fa- 
feror parchment, he would have found them bitter:in the mouth 
as well as bitterin the stomach: He had experienced nothing but 
bitterness, and complained like David, in anguish, saying, “I have 
eaten ashes like bread, amd mingled my drink with weeping.” 

The properties of ashes are too well known to need a particular 
description. 

What would you say, reader, of the laboring man, who, after 
the fatigues of along day, should return to his house, reject the 
wholesome food provided for him, and feed oo ashes? What 
would you say of the professed epicure, who should turn away 
from a table richly spread with choice meats and delicious viands, 
to refresh himself with the remains. of consumed. wood? Un- 
doubtedly you would’ éxclaim “ he ieafool/” Yetthere are per- 
sons who feed on’ ashes 5 and the inspired writer designed to re- 
present their folly. 

Onx who commands the store of the universe has made ready 
asupper. His fatlings are killed. Histable isspread. All good 
things are provided in profusion. His servants have been sent 
repeatedly to invite guests, that his house may be filled. The in- 
vitation is a general one’ “Whoever, will may come.” Some 
have listened to the kind message, and entered in, to enjoy the re- 
past. The invitation is-stilleontinued. Proclamation is made 
that the entertainment is ‘provided free. of expence to the guests. 
There is room enoughand to spare. “ Yet there is room.” Money 
and merit are not ‘wanted. There is nothing to pay. No previous 
worthiness is required.’ Hungry, tattered, guilty beggars will be 
made welcome, robes are provided for them at the expence of the 
host, which are freely given to everyone, disposed to become one 
of the party. The proclamation says: “I have made provision 
and. will entereain you, for ye own name's sake; and for the glory 
of my grace.” 

Can you believe it, reader, all the pooriare invited ; and never- 
theless, ohe and another starving..wretch refuses! Thousands 
and thousands with one.consent.begin to make excuse ; and of each 
of them the iene of truth says, “ he feedeth « on aehes.” : 
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He attempts to satisfy himself with dry, bitter dust, the refuse 
of flames, which is unpleasant to the taste, without nutriment, 


and prejudicial to health. He feeds on ashes, which in their con- 


sequences are certain death. He takes as food, what will pro- 
duce a gnawing /ye, and consume his vitals. They have a tendency 
to irritate his already depraved appetite, increase his hunger and 
hasten dissolution., They create such a thirst as makes him 
‘drink iniquity like water.” 

Let us leave the metaphorical description, which was naturally. 
suggested by the figurative use of the word ashes, and come toa 
tore simple explanation. 

The evangelical prophet has been speaking of idolatry, and 
concludes with a proverbial expression, “ he feedeth on ashes,” to 
show, in few words, the folly, inamity, ani misery, of all who 
prefer any object to the Lord Jehovah. 

“"Thé expression is similar to one recorded in Hosea, 12, 1. 
« Ephraim feedeth on wind, and followeth aftcr the east wind.” 
Here the vanity of his pursuits is forcibly asserted. He feedcth : 
on ashes, expresses not only the vanity but the pernicious effects 


‘of idolatry. Itis not only useless, but it.also destroys the soul. 


It is wneatisfying and terminates in death, 

Isaiah’s description of idolatry which precedes the text is supe- . 
rior to any thing of the kind which éan be found. 

« Tam the first, and Iam the last,”’ saith Jehovah, “ and beside 
me there isno God.” ‘Is there a God beside me? Yea, there is 
no other sate protector ; I know notany. They that form the 
graven image are all of them vanity ; and their-most curious works 
shall not profit. Yea, their works themselves bear witness to 
them, that they see not, and that they understand not: that every 
one may be ashamed that he hath formed a God, and cast & graven 
image that profiteth not,” “ The smith cutteth off a portion of - 
iron: he worketh it in the coals, and with hammers he formeth it ; 
and he exerteth upon it the force'of hisarm. Yea, he is hungry, 
and his strength faileth him ; he drinketh no water, and he is faint. 

' « The carpenter stretcheth his line ; he marketh out the form 


_of it with red ochre ; he worketh it with thesharp tool ; he figu- 


teth it with the compass; he maketh it according tothe fashion of 
aman; according to the beauty of the human form ; that it may 
abide in the house. He heweth down cedars for his use: and he 
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taketh the pine and the oak ; and layeth in good store of the trees 
of the forest. 

“ He planteth the ash, and the rain nourisheth it: that it may 
be for the use of man, for fuel: and he taketh thereof and warm- 
eth himself; yea, he heateth the oven with it and baketh, bread : 
he also formeth a god, and worshippeth it ; he maketh of it a gra- 
ven image and boweth unto it-——And he prayeth unto it and saith 
“ Deliver me, for thou art my God !”. He feedeth on ashes; a 
deluded heart leadeth him aside ; so that he cannot deliver his own 
soul, nor say, is there not a lie in my right-hand?" The idolater 
feedeth on ashes. He seeks for his soul such support as ashes. 
would be to the body. He is in spiritual want of all things, and 
he thinks to supply his need by devotion, to an iron, a brageny 
a golden, or a wooden god. 

He looks for protéction, whence it cannot be afforded, and for 
pleasure, to a source whence it cannot be derived. His conduct 
is absurd, ridiculous and destructive. He resembles the fool who 
should attempt to dine on the wind, or fill his stomach with the 
incombustible remains of charcoal, ; 

Were this folly peculiar to the Jews, or to those persons, who, 
in the days of Isaiah, made graven images I had not attempted 
this essay on the insufficiency of earthly good. 

Look about you: look within; and say, if, you have not occa- 
sion to declare concerning some one, that “ he feedeth on ashes.” 
In what or in whom do we place our confidence ? Whence do we 
habitually look for happiness? Are our pursuits productive of 
substantial felicity? Is it suitable nutriment, or is it dust, or is it 
ashes, with which we attempt to satiate our mental appetite, that 
cries “ give, give; more, more ?” 

(To be continued.) 


—eo- 


GLEANINGS. 
8. Either praying will make a man leave off sinning, or sinning 
will make him leave off praying. 


oie 





* Lowth’s Isaiah, 











684 GLEANINGS. 


9. There is no affliction so small, but we should sipk under it, 
if God upheld us not: and there is no sin so grev*, but we should 
commit it, if God restrained us not. 

10. Make the Sabbath the market-day for thy soul. 

11, What we win by prayer, we shall wear with comfort. 

12. He that fears he has committed the sin against the Holy 
Ghost, may be certain that he has not committed it. 

- 43. There is this difference between rich and poor christians : 
where a christian is poor, his heavenly father keeps the purse ; but 
the rich keep the. purse themselves. And it often falls out, that 
*tis better to have the purse in our father’s hands, than our own. 

What need a child fear, though the whole house be full of reds, 
seeing not one of them can move, without the father’s hand ? 





FOF. THE CHRISTIAN MONITOR. 
OBITUARY. 


Cyarres Howarp Bropueap wasachildof no common prom- 
ise. His temper was affectionate—his mind vigorous—his deport- 
ment sprightly and playful, but dutiful te his parents and respectful} 
to all persons.His babits were strictly and exemplarily moral, espe- 
cially in his regard: to truth. He was punctiliously tenacious of 
his word, and noticed every departure from their word in others» 
however slight and incidental. For the last two years of his life, 
he discovered a closeness of observation, a maturity of judgment 
and extent of understanding seldom found in the most promising 
children of his age. He thus excited in his parents and friends 
reasonable expectations that his manhood, if he should be spared, 
would be respectable and useful in a high degree. But it pleas- 
ed God in his righteous and Holy Providence to cut him off from 
the land of the living in his eighth year. He died the “= of March, 
aged 7 years, 7 months and 5 days. 

Yor about three months before his death he was observed to be 
more attentive to serious things, than he had ever been before. 
In January last, he was attacked with the measles, which left him 
in a weak staté.During the first stages of his convalescence he told 
his mother he wished to have a tittle Hymn-Book in which there 
was a hymn beginning with these lines: 
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« Tell me Mamma, if I must die 
One“ day, as little baby died ?”” 

Tis mother asked him where he had seen the book? He replied, 
in school. Whether he knew the title? But he did not. He re- 
collected nothing save these lines. The book after enquiry was 
found to be, Hymns for Infant Minds, by the author of Original 
Poems for Iafant Minds, &c. and published in Boston, by Munroe 
and Francis. Thehymn which hadarrested his attention wasthe 21st. 
Of this little volume he was very fond, and while his health would 
permit, read in itevery day. His mind now appeared to be more 
than usually affected with religious impressions. One Sabbath 
morning his mother read for him, Hervey’s Meditations among 
the tombs. He wept profusely at the description of the child’s 
tomb, and was thoughtful for some time after. That he was at- 
tentive to family worship was evident, for he would sometimes 
make remarks to his mother about the chapter which was read or 
about something which he had noticed in prayer: and at other 
times ask the meaning of passages which he did not understand. 

During the whole of his last sickness which was a painful one, 
he manifested the greatest resignation to the divine will. Though 
he would sometimes talk of “ getting well,” yet he never express- 
eda desire to recover. On the contrary when asked if he was 
willing to die? answered uniformly, “ Yes, to go to Jesus.”—If 
he was willing to leave his dear parents to go to Jesus? “ Yes,” 
with the greatest composure. He was exceedingly averse to 
medicine and discovered great peevishness when he was urged to 
take it, until the third day of his iliness. Then his temper in this 
respect evidently underwent a great change ; for he received what- 
ever was given him afterwards without any hesitation or difficulty. 
He submitted to repeated blecdings and the process of cupping 
without amurmer, nay, with cheerfulness. Whilst his body was 
suffering from these painful operations, his mind was active, for he 
observed many little things, which escaped the notice of others in 
the room and made them the subject afterwards of appropriate and 
pleasant remarks. pi 

To the servant man, who expressed his willingnéss to die, if he 
thought he was as good as he, the boy answered, “ Well, be good 
and believe in the Lord Jesus and you need not fear.” When his 
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mother came up stairs afterwards, the servant being gone, he said, 
«I believe R is a christian’? Being asketl why he though 

so? he answered he had been talking with him, and added, “ I be- 
lieve he is a christian.” 

‘On the Friday morning of the week, when he was taken down 
with his last illness, he read the 23d Psalm, requesting his mother 
to mark it. Perceiving that she was affected, he said to her “ Don’t 
weep for me.” Inthe afternoon he wished her to read it to him. 
She asked him if he knew who the rod and the staff was, that he 
might lean upon; he answered, “ the Lord Jesus Christ.” She 
read for him also the 41st hymn in the little volume already noticed, 
entitled, * A Child’s prayer in Sickness.’ He stopped her twice to 
ask the meaning of some words, and when slic had finished, he 
said, ** That just suits me.” 

That afternoon he gave his Hymn-Book as a bequest to a cou- 
sin with this address. “ Heré E—— remember me by this book; 
read the hymns ; remember what you read ; they have been useful 
to me.” Toa young person residing in the family, he gave Jane- 
ways token with his advice to use it right. He spoke to others of 





. the family in a pertinent and pointed manner, recommending to all» 


attention to the one thing needful. . 

Being asked if he thought he was a sinner? he said “ Yes.” 
Whether he thought the blood of CBFise could cleanse him? 
“ Oh, yes.” 

On another occasion when asked what kind of a place heaven 
was? he answered a place of glory. What were the employments 
of the saints’? singing Hallelujahs. If he would like to be 
there, singing Hallelujahs? “ Yes, but if I should go to 
hell”. and stopped without completing the sentence. This 
was the only instance in which he discovered any thing like a doubt 
with respect to his happy death. To alady who asked him, if he 
was in great pain, he arwen, « Yes, but the blood. of Christ 
cleanseth from all pain.” ‘ 

Tne following account was furnished by oné of those young 
ladies who kindly and affectionately aided the “parents and © 
friends, in administering to the’ wants of this affficted, but | 
comforted child. She had long been intimate ‘in® the’ family 
and therefore the child knew her well and was familiar with her, 
She embraced the opportunity which a night spedt in watching by 
his bed-side gave her of conversing with him. “ My dear Howard,” 
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said she, “ you appear to suffer a great deal: and. if I.could, I 
would willingly bear a part: but yowr Heavenly Father: will not 
put more upon you than you are able to bear... Nol know he. will 
not. You ought to feel thankful that God has.given you such .a 
Saviour, who can and will alleviate your pain and soothe your dy- 
ing pillow.” ‘* Yes Ido.’ ‘ You love that Saviour?’ * Oh yes: 
don’t you Miss ? Yes 1 know you do,’ ‘ Where dear boy 
do you rest your hopes?’ *OntheLord Jesus Christ.’ ‘ Are you 
not afraid to die ?? Witha smile he replied, ‘ Ob no.’ ‘ Has death 
no terrors to you?’ ‘ No; Jesus Christ can support me.’ ‘ When 
you think of dying, do you not feel any regret of, leaving your pa- 
rents and friends ?? ‘No.’ A pause, ‘None.’ ‘ Then you ex- 
pect to find a better friend in heaven than any you have here ?? 
¢ Yes in the merits of Christ.’ * Who has told you dear boy that 
there is a better world?” ‘ God tells us.so every day in his Bible.’ 
* You love to pray ?’. ‘ Yes; every body ought to love to pray. 
‘ If God would give you your choice, which would you prefer, to 
remain with your father and mother, or go and inhabit one of 
those mansions which are prepared for the Childrenof God?? +I 
would rather live with Christ in one of those mansions,’ 

During the night in which the above conversation took place, 
the child repeated these lines : . 

Once did the blessed Saviour cry 
Let little children come, 

After experiencing considerable pain from the application of 
drafts to his feet, he exclaimed, in the words of the Catechism 
which, he had. been taught ‘ Suffering punishment might indeed 
free from punishment but would give no right, to, eternal. life,» 
Three times successively he repeated « justified’ and then added, 
‘ being justified freely by his grace thro’ the redemption. that is in 
Christ Jesus-——not by good works.’ He once said, Christ is 
also very God,’ using the words of his Catechism. . The young 
lady who has kindly furnished the above interesting detail once 
heard him sigh and enquired, *,What dear Howard ?” he answer- 
ed, Grace here and eternal life hereafter.” ‘She asked him if 
his uncle came,, what. he should pray for? he. answered, “ Pray 
that I may goto heayen,’ * Would you not like. him, to pray that . 
your life might be prolonged?’ * Just as God pleases,’ 

On the Lord’s-day morning preceding his death he was inform- 
edof the death of a very dear and particular friend of his parents and 
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asked if he would like to go with him to commence his sabbath in 
glory? he said ‘ Yes.’ * Would you liketo go now? this day ?” 
‘Yes.’ This morning he requested that family worship might be 
performed in the room where he was confined. This was.accord- 
ingly done. After a portion of scripture was read, his mother 
told him, that he need not kneel in prayer as he was too weak. He 
answered “ Catherine Haldane went upon her knees. I am not 
so weak as she was.” The account of Catherine Haldane he had 
often read and was much pleased with it. 

After this, his mind began occasionally te wander. In his lucid 
intervals he said many things pertinent and sensible, which showed 
his thoughts were engaged about spiritual matters. Among oth- 
er things hé repeated distinctly, “ Being justified freely by his 
grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus.” 

For the last two or three days he was so enfeebled and $0 full of 
pain, as to be unable to say mauch even in his jucid intervals. Yet 
he still occasionally displayed both knowledge of what was passing 
around him and feeling towards his relatives. During the whole 
of the last day of his life he was spe and apparently insensi- 
ble, struggling with constant conyilsions. 

He expired on Saturday, towkrds evening in such a gentle man- 
ner, that for somt time it was unknown that he was no more. 

Thus throughout his sickness he discovered striking evidences 
of a gracious state and has left to his parents and friends a well- 
grounded hope that he has gone to rest. In his case that Scripture 
has been literally fulfilled, “ Out of the mouth of babes and suck- 
lings thou hast perfected praise.” In himself, he was by naturé a 
child of wrath, but the Lord by his grace made hira an heir of life. 
This is.the Lord's work and it is marvellous in our eyes. How 
encouraging are such instances to believing parents that their la- 
bour of love and work of faith towards their offspring, shall not 
be in vainin the Lord. And what a lesson do they teach children ! 
alesson both interesting and important. Interesting, because it 
exhibits the operations of the grace of God upon the heart of a 
child, and important because without the experience of that grate 
in thejr hearts not one of them can be saved, May every child that 
reads this little narrative, be persuaded and enabled by the Holy 
Spirit to embrace Jesus Christ, and rest upon him alone for salvation. 
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